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Teaching is not so much to dispense 

information, but to get to know the 

student sufficiently to guide them to a 

change and the discovery of the truth

INTRODUCTION



There are people who have an 
incorrect view of the child, they 
think that childhood is a time of 
innocence and happiness, that 
they do not understand what is 
going on around them and that 

crises and problems do not 
affect them.

INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION

They are helpless.

They are dependent on an adult.

They feel insecure in their person, so they need 
to feel accepted and loved.

Insecure in their abilities, that's why they need 
to be recognized as capable.

They have an enormous capacity to trust and 
forgive those he loves.

Certain characteristics make them vulnerable to suffering:



WHY IS IT IMPORTANT AND NECESSARY TO SHEPHERD CHILDREN?

INTRODUCTION

The emotional fragility of marriages living in a society that distorts
family values leaves the child exposed and vulnerable

Many children have no one to talk about their things and feel very
alone facing their daily problems, in addition to the traumatic
crises they have to face (tensions, doubts, fears, stress due to
losses, separations and traumas ...)



INTRODUCTION

Much of the pastoral success among children will depend on the affective 
relationship that is formed between the teacher and the student. That is 
why it is necessary to work for a relationship of friendship and trust.



PRAY

The essential thing 
is to cover the child 
in prayer every day 
and for the Holy 
Spirit to reveal to us 
how to treat each 
one of them and 
where their need is.

STEP 1



We must know the characteristic 
features of the stage in which our 

students are

STEP 2



The crying game | youtube

It's funny to see a baby do this, but 
what if a 40-year-old person did it? 
Would it be strange?

We must know what are the 
characteristics of each evolutionary 
period since this will show us what 
we can demand from each person 
and how we have to adapt our 
teaching.

STEP 2CHARACTERISTICS BY AGE



2 to 3 years old CHARACTERISTICS BY AGE

Mental
They learn with the 5 

senses fast, vivid 
imagination, limited 

vocabulary. Short 
attention.

They need to look, feel, 
smell, take their time. 

Stories they can 
understand and objects to 

handle.

Spiritual
Come to God as 

something alive and real. 
Willing to pray and openly 

love God. The Bible is 
attractive to them.

Teach them to pray, sing, 
worship; To express love 

Repeat Bible verses

Emotional
Dependents, shy, 

imaginary fears, sensitive 
to the environment; They 
need security, confusing, 

full of wonder and 
admiration.

Individual attention, calm 
voice, calm, feel at home. 

Avoid symbols, guide 
them when discovering 

God.



4 to 5 years old CHARACTERISTICS BY AGE

Mental Curious, brief attention; 
Vivid imagination, limited 
vocabulary, great fantasy

Answer and take 
advantage of your 
questions, imitate 

characters, be clear.

Spiritual
They think of God as a 

father, they trust Him and 
they love Him, they 

differentiate good and 
evil, they have faith and 

adoration.

Teach them to relate to 
God in prayer, teach the 
presence of God always.

Emotional Fear, enthusiasm.
Teach the love of God; 

Guide the student's 
expression.



6 to 8 years old CHARACTERISTICS BY AGE

Mental
Brief attention, literal, 

imaginative mind, 
credulous reasoning, 

interest in the physical.

Vary procedures, be 
clear and precise, 

distinguish the real 
from the unreal, reason 
with them. Visual aids.

Spiritual They have spontaneous 
faith and believe in 

prayer.

Have a time of worship 
and prayer, encourage 

them to respond to 
Christ; love for the Lord 

and his help.

Emotional Cheerful, enthusiastic, 
impatient, friendly, they 

need security.

Enjoy class, be calm, 
teach them trust in 
God, stimulate their 

interest in the needs of 
others.



9 to 11 years old CHARACTERISTICS BY AGE

Mental
Ability to concentrate and 

reason, inquisitive, eager to 
know, good memory, 

interest in collecting, love 
stories, researchers.

Reason with them, 
encourage them to think, it 

is time to memorize the 
order of the books of the 
Bible and many verses. 
Channel your interests.

Spiritual
Ready for salvation, simple 
faith, habits for prayer and 

reading the Bible. Standards 
are set, spiritual growth. 
Interest in the needs of 

others. God as Great Judge.

Lead them to Christ, teach 
them to trust God. Set Bible 
study goals. Emphasize the 

missions.

Emotional
Few fears, they get angry 

easily, ambivalent feelings, 
opposition to the emotional 

manifestation, everything 
seems funny.

Use stories of heroes, be a 
non-dictator guide, teach 
them to appreciate the 

abilities of others, to control 
their feelings, laugh with 
them when appropriate.



12 to 14 years old CHARACTERISTICS BY AGE

Mental
Increased ability to reason 

and question, memory 
improvement, more vivid 

imagination (fantasies), shy, 
judge fast, indifferent and 

anxious.

Talk with emphasis on 
reflection, values seen and 

accepted, start setting 
goals.

Spiritual
They respond spiritually, 
crucial moment, sincere 

questions, ideal moment for 
conversion.

Individual participation in 
worship, Christ as the 

center of control of his life 
and as the answer. Practical 
forms of the Christian life. 

Experience of E. Santo.

Emotional
Unstable, moody, changing, 

lonely, desiring freedom, 
misunderstood, rebellious, 

frank.

They need understanding 
and firmness of the teacher, 

acceptance and discrete 
guidance; Friendly attitude 

towards everyone.



• Which students participate actively, and which do not?

• Which students react positively to the stimuli launched by the 
teacher or by other students?

• Which ones react negatively?

• Which students assume, voluntarily or not, leadership roles or 
instead imitate following the leader?

STEP 3See beyond homework



Do not see only with the eyes

We cannot prejudge what 
we see our students 
doing. We must see 
beyond. Understand their 
personal contexts and 
situations

STEP 3See beyond homework



BE EXAMPLE

WE TEACH MORE 
THROUGH OUR 
LIVES THROUGH 

OUR WORDS

STEP 4Be example



A phone call simply to build
trust between the pastoral 
leader and the child.

Other events: 
- Birthday
- Delivery of qualifications
- Disease
- Absence from a meeting
- Loss of a relative or a pet

STEP 5Build a relationship



Important: 
We are not their 
parents, we are their 
pastoral leader, 
there are aspects 
that we should never 
enter, but we can 
influence.

STEP 5Build a relationship



In the cults approach to the child and ask him how he is, give him a hug.

Use affirmation words: God has wonderful things for you, God loves you 
very much, I am proud of you, I know that God is going to use you a lot, 
how beautiful you are, you are very intelligent ...

Pay attention to their details because they value it very much and they will 
always remember it.

STEP 5Build a relationship
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