
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is for “All People” 
– Including our Children and Youth 

 
Children and teens are open to the move of God, are 
capable of great faith, and can be used by God at a 
very early age. For this reason, children and youth 
workers have a great opportunity and responsibility 
to teach them about the person of and the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit for life and ministry. 
How can we guide them, through teaching and 
example, into the true meaning of God’s Holy Spirit 
living within them? 
 
WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
First, establish that the Holy Spirit is not an “it” but 
He is a person, the third person of the trinity. He is 
the Spirit of God and has a personality as well as a 
distinct ministry to God's children. Teach them that 
God's Spirit knows the thoughts of God. “For who 
among men knows the thoughts of a man except the 
man's spirit within him? In the same way no one 
knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God” 
(1 Corinthians 2:11, NIV). Just as each person is 
aware of what he or she thinks, only the Spirit knows 
God's thoughts and he wants to share them with us.  
 
WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO FOR 
ME? 
  
The Holy Spirit's ministry is so varied and multi-
dimensional that it would be practically impossible to 
relate everything He will do for children and youth. 
Emphasize the following functions of the Holy Spirit:  
 
1. The Holy Spirit Convicts of Sin 
 
He is the one that made you feel you needed to be 
forgiven when you were told about Jesus. “When he 
comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to 
sin” (John 16:8, NIV). 
 
2. The Holy Spirit Will Teach You 
 
“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all truth” (John 16:13, NIV). This does not 
mean you will not need a pastor or teacher, but that 
the Spirit will reveal or make real the things you are 
being taught. 
 
3. The Holy Spirit Will Remind You of What You've 
Learned 
 
As you are witnessing or if you need a special truth 
for someone else, the Holy Spirit will remind you of 
what you've learned, and it will be just the right thing 
to say. Often times, when you are going through a 
problem, the Holy Spirit will remind you of what 
God's Word says. “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind you of everything I 
have said” (John 14:25, NIV). 
 
4. The Holy Spirit Will Pray Through You  
 
“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weaknesses. We do not know what we ought to pray, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans 
that words cannot express. And he who searches our 
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with 
God's will” (Romans 8:26-27, NIV). Many times as 
you are praying you will not know just how to pray, 
or perhaps you will not be sure of how God would 
have you pray. It's at these times, the Holy Spirit, 
who knows the deep thoughts of God, takes over and 
begins to pray exactly the way God wants. (Make 
sure the students know that the word intercede means 
to plead in behalf of another.) 
  
5. The Holy Spirit Will Give Power to Witness 
 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8, NIV). The power that 
the Holy Spirit gives creates such a desire to share 
Jesus that you will want to be a witness for Him to 
your family, friends, and neighbors. 
 
HOW OLD SHOULD I BE TO RECEIVE THE 
HOLY SPIRIT?  
 
There is no age limit put on spiritual growth within 
God's kingdom. Obviously, salvation and a basic 
understanding of God and His love are prerequisites 
to receiving the Holy Spirit. Teachers must not be 
pushy and use high-pressure methods on children and 
teens to seek the Holy Spirit. On the other hand, 
teachers must not be afraid to present the Holy Spirit 
and encourage children to learn more about Him and 
seek to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit in times 
of prayer at church and home. Be patient and allow 
God and His Spirit to work. 
 
CAN I EARN THE INDWELLING OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
Just as there is no age limit in receiving the Holy 
Spirit, there are no deeds that earn the indwelling. 
God is not so interested in what we do as much as in 
what we are and what our relationship is with Him. 
Children will often equate receiving the Holy Spirit 
with some display of emotionalism. Teachers should 
assure children that it doesn't matter how long or how 



loud they pray. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a 
gift from the Father; the Holy Spirit is a helper to 
assist them in living a Christian life. 
 
HOW DO I RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
Children need to understand that to receive the Holy 
Spirit they must follow after Jesus. It is improper to 
seek after a gift rather than caring about the giver. 
Teachers can illustrate this point by guiding a 
discussion on friendships. Why do people like each 
other and want to spend time together? If it is to get 
something or to use the person in some way, it is a 
false relationship and it doesn't last. But if the 
friendship is based on a desire to get to know the 
person, to enjoy each other's company, and to share 
together, then giving and receiving become a part of 
the relationship. “Come near to God and he will 
come near to you” (James 4:8, NIV). Also we know 
from James that “Every good and perfect gift is from 
above coming down from the Father” (James 1:17, 
NIV). Relationship with Him is of prime importance 
in seeking the Holy Spirit.  
 
WHY SHOULD I RECEIVE THE BAPTISM IN 
THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
The Holy Spirit’s indwelling means that God can 
work from the inside out. John 14:17 says, “But you 
know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” 
Through His Spirit, God can guide our thoughts 
which in turn will control our actions. If our actions 
are to be Christ-like, the source for all of our actions, 
our thoughts, need to be Christ-like and Christ-
controlled.  
 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I RECEIVE THE 
BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT?  
 
Due to the examples they have seen, children and 
teens are sometimes apprehensive about the 
emotional display when people respond to God’s 
presence. Some students will remember the loud 
praying and crying that is often a part of the 
experience. Teachers should inform them that the 
Holy Spirit will not embarrass them. They can trust 
Him and allow Him to move upon them. 
 
The first outward sign or initial physical evidence of 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit will be that of speaking 
in tongues. Please emphasize the scriptural pattern of 
speaking in tongues after the Holy Spirit has come 
upon them (Acts 2:4; 10:44-46; 18:6,7). Speaking in 
tongues is a result of the infilling of the Holy Spirit. 
According to the three Scripture passages the Spirit 
gave them utterances. 
 
Students need to know that they will not understand 
what they are saying and not be afraid. The words are 

from Jesus, helping them speak to the Father in praise 
and worship. However, they are in complete control 
at all times. “The spirits of prophets are subject to 
the control of prophets” (1 Corinthians 14:32, NIV). 
They can choose not to speak in tongues. Explain that 
usually the language they will speak cannot be 
learned from another person. It is from God. Guard 
against the student’s trying to teach each other how to 
speak in tongues. This type of error is not intentional 
or malicious in nature, but it is the result of over 
zealousness and needs to be tempered (not squelched) 
with sound biblical teaching and guidance.  
 
IS THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR 
EVERYONE? 
 
Yes, this gift from God is for all of His children who 
choose to accept it. “And afterward, I will pour out 
my spirit on all people” (Joel 2:28, NIV). Some 
people will say that this experience is only a New 
Testament phenomenon. But the teacher should 
explain that the Spirit provides a power to witness 
and live a victorious life in Christ today. 
 
HOW WILL I KNOW I’VE RECEIVED THE 
BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
Read chapters 1 and 2 of Acts from a children’s 
version of the Bible. Discuss how the Holy Spirit 
came to the 120 in the Upper Room. These people 
had been waiting 10 days for an unknown experience, 
yet they knew when the Spirit came. How? 
 
When someone comes to a home, they speak, visit, 
and communicate. Because of the conversation, there 
is no doubt that company has arrived. When the Holy 
Spirit comes to dwell within, He will speak. Explain 
to the students that speaking in tongues is the first 
outward evidence that God's Spirit is there. 
 
IS THERE MORE THAN SPEAKING IN 
TONGUES WHEN YOU RECEIVE THE HOLY 
SPIRIT? 
 
Speaking in tongues is the proverbial “tip of the 
iceberg” when it comes to what the Holy Spirit has 
for each one of us. The Holy Spirit gives the various 
gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11; Ephesians 
4:11,12; and Romans 12:6-8. The growth of the fruit 
of the Spirit will also intensify as a result of the 
indwelling of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). Encourage 
the students to continue to be open to the Spirit and to 
constantly seek after Jesus according to Scripture.  
 
Finally, remember that the Holy Spirit revealed in the 
life of the teacher will be the greatest example in 
guiding children and youth into a life that is both 
Spirit-filled and Spirit-controlled. 

 


