
—  Most people who come to the Lord as adults  

   have received a Christian testimony as a  

   child. 
 

—  We retain longer the things we learn as a  

   child. 

 

   Most CHALLENGING of all ministries   

     Most REWARDING 
 

More "planting seeds" + "watering" 

 than seeing fruit — 

 until they grow up. 

WHY SHOULD WE TEACH  
CHILDREN? 

 



    Teach a child how to  

 

follow the right way;  

 

even   when  he is old, 

  

he will stay on course.  
 

Proverbs 22:6 (The Voice) 
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Role/Goal in working with children: 
 

- TEACH children biblical principles 

- INSPIRE children to believe in and trust God 

 - through Bible stories + scripture 

 - through testimony + example  

- HELP them to apply principles + beliefs to daily life 

- EMPOWER them to resist temptation 

- LEAD them to salvation, eternal life 

 - so they will live for JESUS 

  - baptism in water 

  - baptism in Holy Spirit 

  - active in "ministry" (using talents, helping) 

 

GET THE WORD IN THEIR HEARTS 

 so they can LIVE IT —  

  FOREVER 
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e GET THE WORD IN THEIR HEARTS 

so they can LIVE IT —  

FOREVER 
_______________________________________ 

 

    

   Psalm 78:4-7 (NIV) 

 

 4…We will tell the next generation  

   the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord,  

   his power, and the wonders he has done…. 

 7Then they would put their trust in God  

   and would not forget his deeds  

   but would keep his commands. 

 



e GET THE WORD IN THEIR HEARTS 

so they can LIVE IT —  

FOREVER 
_______________________________________ 

 

To get it in their hearts, 

it has to get into long-term memory 

 

Students retain up to... 

  

10% of what they READ 

20% of what they HEAR 

30% of what they SEE 

50% of what they SEE + HEAR 

70% of what they SEE, HEAR + SAY 

90% of what they SEE, HEAR, SAY + DO  



Attention Span  

in minutes = age in years 
_________________________________________________ 

 

 

 5 years of age =  5 minutes 

10 years of age = 10 minutes 

20 years of age = 20 minutes 

30 years of age = 30 minutes 

40 years of age = 30 minutes 

 

30 minutes = maximum 
 

IF they are attentive. 
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   To get it in their hearts: 
 

   - we need to keep their attention  

   - and it has to get into long-term memory 

         

Immediate memory= 

Sensory memory= 

Ultra-short-term memory 



I praise You,  

for I am fearfully  

and wonderfully made. 

Marvelous  

are Thy works.  
 

 

Psalm 139.14 



e GET THE WORD IN THEIR HEARTS 

so they can LIVE IT —  
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   To get it in their hearts: 
 

   - we need to keep their attention  
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  To keep their attention: 
 

   - consider their age (1 minute per year of age)  

    - short segments – vary activities 

   - consider their cognitive + motor skills 

    - what they can/can't understand (cognitive skills) 

      - vocabulary 

     - doctrine 

     - concepts (ideas, opinion, plan) 

    - what they can do  

       (motor skills) 
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FOREVER 
_______________________________________ 

 

To get it into long-term memory: 
 

 - Repetition 

  - repeat verse several times — before, during 

       and after Bible lesson (with game first time or signs each 

time) 

  - present biblical principle in 3 ways 
   - Bible lesson with images (FreeBibleImages.com) 

   - song (esp. verses put to music) 

   - life application story 
     - skit (puppets / clowns / actors) 

     - movie / video (YouTube) 

     - testimony 
   - object lesson / experiment (YouTube / make film) 

   - teaching game / review game 
   - craft / sensory activity / activity sheet 
     



e GET THE WORD IN THEIR HEARTS 

so they can LIVE IT —  

FOREVER 
_______________________________________ 

 

  To get it into long-term memory : 
 

   - Repetition 

   - repeat verse several times before, during 

         and after Bible lesson 

   - present information in 3 forms 

   - Review 

   - take-home work sheet / verse card 

    - coloring sheet w/verse for younger children 

   - review lesson (after 5-7 lessons) 

    - lesson content (Bible stories) 

    - memory verses 

     - games / contests 

     - rewards 



e GET THE WORD IN THEIR HEARTS 

so they can LIVE IT —  

FOREVER 
_______________________________________ 

 

Writing your own material OR Adapting written material 
 

Parts / Segments / Components of a good lesson: 
 - Opening Prayer (let them hear YOU pray for them) 

 - Worship (songs, praise – complementary to the lesson) 

 - Offering (giving to God) 

 - Attendance Sheet  

  - know your students by name, try to meet their parents 

 - Review last week's lesson + verse 

 - New Memory Verse 

 - Bible Lesson (using memory verse during story) 

  - visual aids (PowerPoint / photos / drawings / diagrams / flannelgraph) 

 - Complementary Presentation of biblical principle 

  - Skit – Movie/Video - Object Lesson / Experiment 

 - Review questions + Verse 

 - Closing Prayer (including requests, repentance, application of biblical 

principle)  



Review Questions 
True - False 

 1. Our main goal is to GET THE WORD IN THEIR HEARTS. 

 2. Teach a child how to follow the right way, but when he is old  

    he will forget.  

 3. Our main goal is to get the Word in their hearts. 

 4. To get the Word in their hearts, it has to stay in short-term  

    memory. 

 5. Students retain up to 90% of what they SEE, HEAR, SAY + DO. 

 6. A person 40 years of age has an attention span of 90 minutes. 

 7. To keep their attention we must consider their age to use  

    vocabulary they can understand. 

 8. To get the Word into their long0term memory we need to  

    Repeat the verset several times during the lesson. 

 9. To insure understanding and help keep their attention, it is  

    important to present the biblical principle in 3 different ways. 

10. We should always have the children pray rather than pray  

    ourselves. 

11. If you run short on time, skip the memory verse. 
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Helpful Suggestions 

- Speak from your heart – don't "bluff" or "fake it" 

- Put yourself in their place/mindset  

- Use vocabulary they can understand – explain new words 

- 1 worker for every 10 children 
 - Large groups need more workers/aides 

 - Rotation - at least one teacher 2 weeks in a row 

- Repeat main themes regularly 
 - God loves you – God is able to help you in any situation – God heals   

 - God forgives – God's rules are for our protection – God hears + answers  

   prayer – Jesus died for our sins + wants us to live with Him Forever 

- Use older children as helpers in tasks or presentations 

- Challenge + reward for extra Bible memorization (chapters) 

- Internet research for ideas  

 - first try in your language, then in English 

 - Pinterest – YouTube + much more 

 


